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PRESIDENT OF IRELAND TO VISIT CAMPUS MAY 16 
MISSOULA —
Mary McAleese, the president of Ireland, will visit The University of Montana
on Tuesday, May 16.
McAleese will speak at 2:30 p.m. in the University Theatre. The event is free
and open to the public.
She also will help launch UM ’s new Irish Studies Program, and her remarks 
will address the strong historical, cultural and immigrant links between Montana and
Ireland.
“The president of Ireland honors The University of Montana by making this 
special visit,” UM President George Dennison said. “The visit signifies the importance 
of the historic relationship between Montana and Ireland, since the Irish who came to 
the state contributed so very much to its development.
“At the same tim e,” Dennison said, “we begin a new relationship based upon, 
one, a recent collaborative agreement with the University of Cork for faculty and 
student exchanges and research, and, two, the development of a minor of Irish studies 
at our University, involving language, culture and history.”
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After she speaks, the Irish president and her husband, Dr. Martin McAleese, 
will attend an invitation-only reception for the local Irish community in the University 
Ballroom.
McAleese’s UM appearance is part of a May 15-22 visit to the United States at 
the invitation of the governors of Colorado and Montana, as well as the University of 
Notre Dame. She will be in Butte May 17 and Denver May 18-19.
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